EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY OF TAGORE

The educational philosophy of Rabindranath Tagore is based on his general
philosophy related to life and the experience which he acquired from the

prevailing educational institutions and Nature. He was dissatisfied Wi}h the
existing system of education and he developed an aversion for it. He considered

the then educational institutions as,
disassociated from the context of th
like eye balls of the dead. This 1
traditions, conventions, manners, i
information and knowledge for
aspects of human growth”

“Educational factories, lifeless, colourle:ss,
€ universe, within bare white walls, staring
$ S0 because it ignored our own custqms'
deologies, morals and spirituality. It pronﬁ
the intellectual growth and it neglected =
- He further says, “Education is a permanent P
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n harmony with all existence”.

He interpreted the harmony in three ways, that i, harmony with Nature,

, th
harmony with hu1?1an Surrounding and harmony i international relations.
His educational phl!osophy is bas;d on four fundamenta]g namely, naturalism,
humanism, imematlonallsm-and 1dealism. Op the basis of these philosophies,
Tagore accounteq the functlon.s‘of education.

“to live as a man is great, requirin

: g profound phj ideals, poetry
for its expression and heroism for its conduct”.

Freedom: Tagore stressed on the freedom of mind, freedom of heart and
freedom of will for spontaneous self-expression of emotional outbursts of
feelings, impulses and instincts. He was in favour of giving maximum freedom
to children so that they would pe like the kite as it soars in the vast sky.
According to him, “Education has jts only meaning and objects in freedom—
freedom from ignorance about the laws of universe and freedom from passion
and prejudice in our communication w

ith the human world”. As a naturalist.
Tagore advocated freedom for childr

en and he was in favour of natural
surroundings.

Creative self-expression:
intellectualism in education. He felt th
bring about an all-round personality developme

take place through some activities and direct experiences for
self-expression. He said, “Hand work and arts are
of our deeper nature and
teaching of leather work,
and other creatjye pursui

Tagore condemned the excessive dominance of

llectual development cannot
nt. Therefore. education should

al mere inte

promoting creative
the spontaneous overflow
- Tagore recommended the
art, craft, music, drama. drawing, painting, dancing
ts for the creative self-expression of the students.

spiritual significance”

Acfive COmmunication with Nature and man
child shoy

d be brought up in direct cont
should be imparted in natural
ounds and forms so that the chi
0 human ljfe. According to him,
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of soul which are esse
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act with Nature. He insisted that
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Id may understand Nature and its
Nature is the manuscript of God.
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d, “We should have, the gift to be Naturg|

that exists in nature. He declare
with Nature and human with human society”. In fact, he wanted the chjjq
re far away from towns and provideqy

o be educated in the laps of Natu
er to develop a sense of social seryjce

opportunities for social contacts in ord
the child should be brought into touch with the stream qf

Next to Nature,

social contacts that is communion of man with man.

Internationalism: Tagore stood for the unity of mankind. He believeq ;

unity in the diversity of races and nations. He translated his 1dea of harmoniq l“"
into Vishwa Bharathi, an international univcrsitys

development of the human race 1
This university still remains the symbol of world culture, internationg]
a

understanding and broad humanism. According to Tagore, “Vishwa Bharath;
acknowledges India’s obligation to offer to others the hospitality of he A
cqlture and India’s right to accept from others their best”. The main id f oA
VlS“:’& Bharathi, the fourth central university, are “to establish j C_dls %
rcla}nonship between the East and the West, to promote inlcr—cul‘tur'llml'mate
social undgrslanding and to strive for the unification of mankind” Od " M
goal of building a greater India in which Hindu, Muslim and Ch”:‘t:: ::e
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dark-skinned and the white-skinned will all find their place



